FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pictou County is once again trying to reach their vision of “Every Child that Needs a Mentor, has a Mentor” and to do this, recruiting is starting for their In School Mentoring program.  “Although school is just ending, we need to get a jump on recruitment so when school does start up in September, we are ready to go.” says Project Coordinator Nick Sharpe.   “We have dozens of children waiting to be matched in school.  It only takes one hour and literally can change a child’s life.”

In School Mentoring is a unique program that builds self esteem by providing friendship to a child once a week for one hour, on school property, during the school year.  “Each child’s schedule is quite flexible”, adds Sharpe.  “We work very closely with the school to allow volunteers to come in either during the child’s lunch or other times throughout the day.  The schools understand the value of this program and its importance.”

The program runs for about 9 months through the school year. Volunteers participate with the children doing things they both enjoy, anything from playing cards, reading to shooting a few hoops in the gym.  Most of the children in this program are in grades 1-6 so there is quite a range. Since this program is done in 9 schools in the County, location is convenient for volunteering. Schools include: A.G. Ballie, Temperance Street, Trenton Elementary, Pictou Landing First Nations, Thorburn Consolidated, Walter Duggan, G.R. Saunders, Pictou Elementary, and New Glasgow Junior High.
The program is a good way for people to become more familiar with the Big Brothers Big Sisters Organization, and to get a feel for volunteering without making a huge commitment. Becoming a mentor for this program is a very quick and simple process. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pictou County also does “lunch-and-learns” for local businesses that have employees that are interested.  Sharpe adds, “Many businesses have allowed flex time for their employees to participate.  Studies show that employees who Mentor, return back to work happier and more productive.  It is a great way for employers to become more community minded.”  Those who are interested can call 752-6260 or email bigbrothers@eastlink.ca to learn more. In-School Mentoring is a program that has a huge impact on the life of a child for only one hour of your time.
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